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18,000 Voices 

“Every mother, father, brother, and sister will feel that the day is theirs if they visit Hershey for this 
big week-end.” This “big week-end” described in The School Industrialist was the first Hershey 
Industrial School Parent Weekend held in 1950. Sponsored by the Senior Senate, the weekend 
included open houses at student homes and school buildings and featured two special shows. 
The Junior Division presented the operetta “The Old Man of the Mountains,” a musical comedy 
with a cast of 150 boys, while the Senior Division program showcased the H.I.S. Glee Club, 
Spartan Orchestra, band, and the choir performing popular tunes and of course, the H.I.S. Alma 
Mater.  
 
The program began with an official welcome by School Superintendent D. Paul Witmer, a student 
welcome by George Tashie, President of the Student Senate and Former MHS President, William 
Fisher ’50 served as the master of ceremonies. According to a newspaper article written by Hale 
Jones ’50, “Robert High and Dale Peiffer, popular piano duo of last year’s graduation class, will 
be on hand for the program.” A feature article in the School publication, The School Industrialist, 
stated that the goal of the new special weekend program and special activities was “to provide 
the parents and friends with an opportunity to see more of the school and to observe what their 
boys can do. It is for this reason that a great many of the boys will participate in the entertainment 
planned for this occasion.”  
 
In 1958, Parent Weekend at the Junior-Senior High School was changed dramatically. “Education 
Meets the Challenge of Today” was an exhibition of classroom and vocational talents plus extra-
curricular activities. The variety show returned the next year featuring Raggedy Ann and Andy, as 
pictured here in an elementary selection. The Senior Division format remained the same with 
most shows revolving around a patriotic or show tune theme. The Junior and Senior Divisions 
were combined for the first time in 1963, with the all age show, “The Lively Ones.” The show was 
described by director, Ray Miller as a “good, fast moving show,” and featured the Memorial Hall 
elementary school boys, Junior High choir, Varsity Band, Glee Club, and Spartan Orchestra. The 
weekend activities again featured exhibitions and open houses with an elementary play, “Mutiny 
on the Mary-Anne.”  
 
This year, the show celebrates the Milton Hershey School Centennial Celebration with the 
presentation of “18,000 Voices,” an original show written for MHS by renowned Playwright Barry 
Kornhauser. A playwright-in-residence at Lancaster’s Fulton Opera House, Kornhauser says of 
this experience, “MHS has a long and glorious history, and it has been great fun trying to bring 
even a bit of it alive on the stage through the voices of many who actually lived it.” Written 
especially for the Centennial, “18,000 Voices” is a tapestry of individual narratives that celebrates 
the extraordinary spirit of the School and the unique and common experiences that bind together 
the many generations of MHS graduates. “This year's centennial show will be an absolutely don't 
miss, one of a kind event! The show features a unique script as well as original music and also 
great commercial show tunes. There will be a spectacular set, singers and dancers from 
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elementary to high school age, and a live orchestra. The show is guaranteed to entertain all 
ages,” said MHS Performing Arts Director Sam Lappano. Although the show has changed over 
the years, the weekend’s purpose remains constant; giving students’ families the opportunity to 
connect with the Milton Hershey community at large.  
 
The mission of the Milton Hershey School remains true to the ideas upon which it was 
founded in 1909: to nurture and educate children in social and financial need to lead 
fulfilling and productive lives. The Department of School History actively collects, 
preserves, and interprets the history of Milton Hershey School. For more information 
about Milton Hershey School and its history, please visit us at www.mhskids.org. 

	  


