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Times Change — but the Heart of a Spartan Never Changes 

With the school coming up to its centennial year in 2009, it would be apparent that many things 
have changed. Building construction, population, academics opportunities, technology, diversity 
of campus etc. - all have evolved. The School still teaches kinship, cooperation, good work 
habits, responsibility, academic challenge, citizenship and pride in oneself.  
 
Despite the School’s constant evolution, the ongoing theme of gratefulness and appreciation still 
rings true of the alumni of years ago. Interview any alumnus, and he or she will gladly tell you his 
or her story of what the school has done for him/her. These accounts show us just a little part of 
each person. How much more should we reflect, ponder and listen to the experiences people 
share. What we could discover! Imagine yourself curled up next to grandma or grandpa listening 
to his stories of financial struggle, but rewarding and wonderful reminiscences of family and 
childhood. They never took for granted what they had, but kept a continual humbleness of what 
was given.  
 
Perhaps these valuable stories of alumni will spark the memories and hearts of current 
graduates. Human nature takes sometimes ten or more years or even lifetime to reflect on the 
positive effects of our experiences. It is difficult, and sometimes painful, to look back and see how 
experiencing new and challenging things benefited us later in life. Did we appreciate our own 
parents’ wisdom as an adolescent or teenager or did we think they were aliens talking a different 
language? Imagine the challenge that teachers, coaches, houseparents and administrators face 
daily of influencing and molding students.  
 
Stroll down memory lane and listen to comments of past pupils applauding the devotion of MHS 
to its students.  
 
Richard Reed, class of 1954, exemplifies this gratefulness in his Farewell Commencement 
Address at, “We begin to realize, with complete humility, the many things which you, Milton 
Hershey School, have done for us” and “We will always feel indebted to you, for never again will 



Published in the Hershey Chronicle, 4-10-2008      2 

	  

we live in shelter as we have here.” Thus, this adds to the legacy that MHS wasn’t and isn’t now 
just a school, but somewhere to call “home.” This picture included shows a past student leaving 
his MHS “home” to venture out to build his own. His houseparents, Mrs. and Mrs. Bashore, send 
him off with well wishes, pride and possibly a tear - along with a firm foundation to build a new life 
upon.  
 
Reflecting back on his years at School, Joseph Seaman speaks of the guidance it provided for 
him. “We will surely remember many years hence the devotion and care given us while at MHS, 
being ever grateful to you who have made such a momentous event as this one possible.” 
(Farewell Commencement Speech 1959) It is apparent the attention, dedication, perseverance, 
discipline and creativity of the MHS staff earned Seaman’s respect.  
 
Families of alumni benefit and appreciate the confidence, and determination their 
spouses/children gain from the MHS experience. In an interview with one spouse of an alumnus, 
she felt MHS helped her husband grow to become the person he was. She remembered how he 
spoke of the chore program teaching him organization and self-discipline. Living in a household of 
twenty boys made him mature and grow quickly if he was to survive and compete in the world. 
She added her respect for MHS by stating, “When you marry a Milt; you become a Milt.”  
 
This gratefulness of students caused them to build wonderful relationships with staff and later 
adult friendships. The Houseparents were asked to attend graduates’ wedding or class reunions, 
or housefathers were asked to give away the bride. When past students keep revisiting their old 
student homes, it was an indication that a bond had been built with those houseparents. One 
houseparent supervisor described the key to know you have succeeded as a houseparent: “You 
know you’ve made a difference with a student when you meet his grandchildren.”  
 
Here at the School History department, we have had the privilege to meet, and build friendships 
with alumni almost daily. The staff helps individuals match lost pieces of the past, remember the 
grand-ole times and find long lost friends. Also, a part of what we do is display the past to 
encourage incoming students for the future. Our goal is to share and preserve those great 
moments of life too remarkable to forget. From these stories, we learn more about life - how 
precious it is and how blessed we are; just as Milton Hershey saw children as precious and saw 
his wealth as future blessings for others.  
 
Milton Hershey School will be celebrating its 100th birthday beginning in 2009 and would 
appreciate hearing more of these stories from alumni, retirees, and people who had contact with 
the students. You can share your story by visiting the MHS Centennial Celebration website at 
www.mhs-pa.org/100years.  
 
The mission of the Milton Hershey School remains true to the ideas upon which it was 
founded in 1909: to nurture and educate children in social and financial need to lead 
fulfilling and productive lives. The Department of School History actively collects, 
preserves, and interprets the history of Milton Hershey School. For more information 
about Milton Hershey School and its history, please visit us at www.mhskids.org. 

	  


